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INTRODUCTION

I. Improving access to justice for girls victims of 
sexual violence 

1. Access to justice as a fundamental right for victims 
2. International access to justice for girls victims of sexual violence 

II. Addressing obstacles faced by girls victims of 
sexual violence 

1. Reinforcement of the right to information and assistance 
2. Representation by NGOs and civil society actors



A	GLOBAL	
ISSUE

UNICEF studies show that: 

§ 700 million women were married before 
18

§ One girl in ten have experienced forced 
sexual acts, mostly by husbands, partners 
or boyfriends

§ Millions of girls in 30 countries around the 
world have undergone female genital 
mutilation, mostly before age 5



WHO	ARE	THE	
PERPETRATORS	?	



Whygirls	victims
of	sexual violence	

do	not	file	
complaints?	

§They often do not know their rights 
and do not have legal assistance

§They also fear stigma, shame, and 
reprisals on the part of the 
perpetrator

§They are not able to cover the cost

§They are not supported by highly 
skilled professionals



IMPROVING	ACCESS	
TO	JUSTICE	FOR	GIRLS	VICTIMS	OF	

SEXUAL	VIOLENCE

Ubi ius, Ubi remedium



International	Case	
law	on	sexual	

violence	against	girls	

§ European Court of Human Rights 

§ Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights 

§ Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights

§Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women



European Court of Human Rights 

- X. and Y. v. the Netherlands, no. 8978/80, 26 March 1985. 

- Aydin v. Turkey, no. 23178/94, 25 September 1997.

- E. and others v. United Kingdom, no. 33218/96, 26 November 2002.

- M.C. v. Bulgaria, no. 39272/98, 4 December 2003.

- E.S. and others v. Slovakia, no. 8227/04, 15 September 2009.

- R.I.P. and D.L.P. v. Romania, no. 27782/10, 10 May 2012.

- P. and S. v. Poland, no. 57375/08, 30 October 2012.

- M.N. v. Bulgaria, no. 3832/06, 27 November 2012.

- N.A. v. Moldova, no. 13424/06, 24 September 2013.

- O’Keefe v. Ireland, no. 35810/09, 28 January 2014. 



Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

- González and others (« Cotton Field ») v. Mexico, Serie C, no. 205, 16 
November 2009. 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

- Women and girls victims of sexual violence v. Haiti, no. MC-340-10, 22 
December 2010.

Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women

- T.P.F. (on behalf of L.C.) v. Peru, no. 22/2009, October 2011.
- S.V.P. v. Bulgaria, no. 21/2011, 12 October 2012.
- R.P.B. v. Philippines, no. 34/2011, 21 February 2014.



At anytime and	
wherever

§States have been encouraged to 
review their statutes of limitations, 
allowing victims to act after they 
reach the age of majority. 

§Girls victims of sexual violence 
should also be able to access 
justice in times of conflicts and 
emergency. 



International Criminal Courts 

- ICTY, Prosecutor v. Dragoljub Kunarac, Radomir Kovac et Zoran 

Vukovic, no. IT-96-23 & IT-96-23/1-A, 12 June 2002.

- ICTY, Prosecutor v. Thomir Blaškič, no. IT-95-14 A, 29 July 2004.

- ICTR, Prosecutor v. Jean-Paul Akayesu, no. ICTR-96-4-A, 1st June 

2001.

- ICC, Prosecutor v. Bosco Ntaganda, ICC 01/04-02/06, ongoing.

- ICC, Prosecutor v. Joseph Kony and Vincent Otti, ICC-02/04-01/05, 

ongoing.



“The arrogant behavior and obvious indifference shown by 
some state officials […] leave the impression that many of 
the crimes were deliberately never investigated for the sole 
reason that the victims were “only” young girls with no 
particular social status and who therefore were regarded as 
expendable. It is to be feared that a lot of valuable time and 
information may have been lost because of the delays and 
irregularities”

Inter-American Court of Human Rights, González and others (« Cotton Field ») v. Mexico, Serie 
C, no. 205, 16 November 2009, 



ADDRESSING	OBSTACLES	FACED	BY	
GIRLS	VICTIMS	OF	SEXUAL	VIOLENCE	



Reinforcement	of	
the	right	to	

information	and	
assistance	

§“All children should be enabled to 
claim their rights, through legal and 
other services such as child rights 
education or advice and support 
from knowledgeable adults” 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, “UN Common 
Approach to Justice for Children”, 2008



Right	to	
information

§ Different sources of information: media, 
parents, siblings, friends but also in 
police stations, health centres and 
schools, websites, information centers

§But ! Information should be 
accessible and appropriate.



Assistance

§ Depending on their needs, victims may 
receive different types of assistance, 
psychosocial, financial or legal support, 
including free legal aid.

§ Lawyers have an important role in 
keeping children well informed, 
defending their rights and best interests.

§ Children also need to be assisted by 
trained professionals, including 
psychological experts.  



“Each jurisdiction should ensure that adequate training, 
selection and procedures are put in place to protect and 
meet the special needs of child victims and witnesses of 
crime, where the nature of the victimization affects 
categories of children differently, such as sexual assault 
of children, especially girls”

Guidelines on Justice in Matters involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crimes 



Representation	
by	NGOs

§ Written statements submitted by NGOs, i.e. 
Amnesty International

“The rape of a female detainee by an agent of the 
State for purposes such as the extraction of 
information or confessions or the humiliation, 
punishment or intimidation of the victim was 
considered to be an act of torture under current 
interpretations of international human rights 
standards”. 

European Ct H.R., Aydin v. Turkey, no. 23178/94, 25 September 1997



Acting	on	behalf
of	victims

§ Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights, Women and girls victims of sexual 
violence v. Haiti, 2010.

§ Represented by Women’s Link Worldwide, Bureau 
des Avocats Internationaux, KOFAVIV, FAVILEK, 
FONAMAVID, the Institute for Justice and 
Democracy in Haiti, Cuny University, MADRE, the 
Center for Constitutional Rights and Morrison & 
Foerster. 



Conclusion

Thank you!


