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Introduction 
Why this desk review? 

Plan International commissioned this study to contribute 
to the evidence base of modern slavery and children in 
fragile and emergency contexts. While rarely at the 
forefront of planning responses to humanitarian crises, 
the reality is that modern forms of child slavery prosper 
in environments of conflict, natural disaster, corruption, 
displacement, discrimination and inequality. Given this, 
it is vital that national and international responses to 
humanitarian emergencies and mass migration and 
displacement take into account the increased risks of 
modern day slavery of girls and boys. 

Who is it for? 

This desk review aims to provide child protection 
practitioners, particularly child protection advisors and 
program managers a clearer normative framework and 
definition of modern day slavery, as well as an initial set 
of programmatic recommendations on ways to prevent, 
mitigate and respond to modern day slavery. 
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Inside the Brief 

Plan International commissioned this desk review, developed in cooperation with 
Proteknon Consulting Group. LLC. 
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Structure of the Desk Review 
1. Introduction

2. Review of modern day slavery of children

This section presents the conceptual framework for modern child slavery, the various forms of 
modern day slavery in emergencies and the global risks and trends of modern day slavery in 
emergencies. After first defining what is meant by ‘modern day slavery,’ the study reviews evidence 
of its prevalence among girls and boys in humanitarian settings, with a particular focus on the 
gender and age dynamics of modern day slavery. 

4. Case studies of Plan International's work related to modern child slavery

This section presents documentation of Plan International's programming in relation to different 
forms of modern day slavery and children in humanitarian and fragile contexts in selected 
programme countries. The four case studies explore Plan International’s prevention and response 
work related to modern day slavery of girls and boys in the following countries; Central African 
Republic (CAR), Nigeria, Nepal and the Philippines.   

5. Review of programming responses, gaps and recommendations

This section presents a review of broader programming responses and lessons learnt that 
contribute to recommendations on best practices for future programming, with gender and age 
considerations.

Child modern slavery is the exploitation of a 
child under the control of another.  Modern 
slavery takes various forms including, but not 
restricted to, forced and bonded labour, child 
trafficking, recruitment into armed forces and 
groups and forced marriage.  Elements of 
slavery include control or coercion, ownership
and restriction of movement, and the inability of 
the child to leave the situation.  

Plan International is a non-religious, non-political and non-governmental child centred 
international organization, operating in 70 countries in Africa, Asia, Middle East and 
South America to advance children's rights and with a particular focus on equality for 
girls and youth. Plan International implements programmes in child protection, sexual 
and reproductive health, education, water and sanitation, livelihoods and youth 
economic empowerment, including in emergencies and humanitarian settings.  




